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While there is no doubt that some 
people living in Govanhill face 

basis, such extreme negative 
representation has encouraged a 
one-sided view of Govanhill where 

Scholars such as Norman 
Fairclough the political critic 

‘New Labour, New Language’ and 

who has undertaken extensive 
work in Glasgow’s ‘disadvantaged’ 
areas have shown that negative 
representation of communities 
has a detrimental effect which can 

This misrepresentation can make 
otherwise capable people feel 

A different characterization of 
Govanhill might celebrate its 

wealth of the people who have 

This publication provides an 
insight into the thoughts of the 

The statistics for Govanhill show 

in Scotland wide terms, that for 
most categories it stands apart 
from the most ‘deprived’ areas of 

Who are we? 
The Govanhill Baths campaign 
which has been active for the past 

principle that:

The people living in Govanhill 
are the experts in their own 
experience and are best placed 
to inform decisions about what 

‘Save Our Pool’ began as a protest 
campaign against the closure of the 

to bring the Govanhill Baths into 

promote the regeneration of the 

should be based in the knowledge, 
experience and expertise of the 

To this end Govanhill Baths 

which aims to provide learning 

based research which will 
promote and enable positive 

these areas of work the Centre 

used the structure of ‘asset 

What is asset mapping? 
Asset mapping is a method of 

focuses on the resources and 
capabilities which exist across 

is a development model which 

approach assumes a range of 
problems which must be exposed 

reproduce problems and create 

potential issues produced through 
needs led initiatives; 

 
‘an endless list’ of problems can 

—Targeting resources directs 
funding to service providers not 

people to be a part of the decision 
making process and instead 
makes people ‘consumers’ of 
services

on the negatives and ‘denigrate’ 

—Providing resources on the basis 
of need encourages people to 

their problems’
—Focus on ‘needs’ can create a 

where a continuing stream of 
problems must be found to retain 
access to funding

—‘Needs’ focus supports survival 
for targeted individuals not 
development across all sectors of 

changing the process of decision-
making 

Why is asset mapping useful 
for Govanhill? 

Govanhill because opportunities 

Using an assets approach does not 
mean pretending that there are 

it is a mechanism which should 

but also allow us to see where it 

How have we gathered 
information? 
We tried as far as possible to 
gather views from the broadest 
range of people living in Govanhill 
in terms of age and ethnic 

people on the streets, in the 
pubs, in the parks, health centre, 
coffee shops and even the 

of established groups to have 

The answers have then been 
organised in relation to the 

of resources that we use in our 

These can be generated and 
converted into each other to 

a succession of issues which have 

‘Ground Zero’, ‘a “breeding ground” 
for crime, exploitation, poor health, 
education and cockroaches’ and as 
providing a home for ‘the dirtiest 
street in Glasgow’

Govanhill and Crime
Newspaper reports of the last 5 

Services which take into account all 

that Govanhill is not one of the crime 

Community Safety Priority 
Areas 2010/11 (Glasgow 
Community Safety Services)
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familiar would be ‘built’ that is 

need to re-imagine wealth has 
become ever more pressing as 
we are faced with deep recession 

The World Bank has published 
a series of reports which show 

lesson which was not learned then 

speech urged the people of the 

and environmental experince 
which make life worth living:

‘Too much and for too long 

we seem to have surrendered 

personal excellence and 

community value in the pursuit 

of material things. If we judge 

our country by gross national 

product we count air pollution, 

special locks for our doors and 

gaols for the people who break 

them, we count the destruction 

of forests and the loss of 

national wonder, we count 

napam, nuclear warheads and 

product does not allow for 

the health of our children, the 

quality of their education or 

the joy of their play, the quality 

of our public debate or the 

(hear the full speech on 

We have therefore sought to 
capture all of the aspects of 
wealth which people perceive in 
Govanhill whether or not this has 

used the following eight themes: 

—Natural – The land and all 
aspects of nature

—Built – Buildings and streets 
—Finance – The distinctive aspects 

people who live here
—Social - This describes our social 
networks which connect us with 

other groups who are different 
to us and with people who have 

—Cultural – This describes our 

of conduct and assumptions with 

have to look at the importance of 
spin-doctors to political parties to 

—Political – This capital describes 

and thoughts which people have 

Govanhill i  media
W ostatnich latach uwaga mediów 

 
Kim jestesmy?

w Govanhill (Govanhill Baths 

 

tego obszaru powinna opiera

 
czym jest mapa mocnych 
stron ?

 
dlaczego mapa mocnych 
stron? 

 

 

wiele sposobów :

Govanhill

aspektom Govanhill

 

GOVANHILL A MÉDIÁ 
V posledných rokoch sa médiá 
sústredili na Govanhill a zvýraznili 
sériu otázok a problémov, ktoré 
významným spôsobom formujú 
jeho identitu. Titulky novín opísali 
Govanhill ako „Hlavné mesto Európy 

„Povrchový nulový bod (Ground 

slabej úrovne školstva, slabej úrovne 

výzvam, no výsledkom takejto 
mimoriadne negatívnej prezentácie 

v rámci ktorého vidno len jeho 
negatívnu stránku. 

KTO SME? 

10 rokov, vznikla na tomto princípe: 

základe vlastných skúseností tými 

(Save Our Pool) bola spustená ako 

Govanhill v roku 2001. V roku 2004 
z toho vznikla riadna charitatívna 

kúpele Govanhill do vlastníctva 

Govanhillu zvnútra. To znamená, 

Verejná nadácia Kúpele Govanhill 
(Govanhill Baths Community Trust) 

komunitnej praxe (Centre for 
Community Practice). Je to iniciatíva, 

SIMD statistics

Government statistical resource 

experiences the worst and widest 

where there is great wealth but 

Govanhill has assets!                                       
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people so we have included them 

in the built environment including, 
individual buildings, streets and 

‘The things I like about 

Govanhill are, the Victorian 

architecture, Queens Park, 

lovely little boutique shops 

and second hand shops, all my 

friends so close by, great sense 

—The most often mentioned 
built assets are the expanse of 
traditional Victorian tenements 
and buildings such as Govanhill 

who live in ‘unimproved’ housing 

to live in a traditional tenement 
‘even if there were problems with 
the building’

people reported that the shopping 
areas of Victoria Road were of 

as to how these could be improved, 
these streets were seen to be 

—Allison Street was also important, 

like the smell of the spices from 
the shops and the general hustle-
bustle of the street’

—The school buildings were 
seen as important spaces for 

important services for families 

provision

Govanhill has 62 ‘A’ and ‘B’ listed 

1 265-289 (odd Nos) Allison Street 19, 
21, 23 Garturk Street and 34 Daisy 
Street

2 99 Calder Street, Kingarth Lane, 
Calder Street Public Baths and Wash 
House

3 170 Langside Road, Calder Street 
Govanhill Library

4 34 Dixon Avenue, Langside Road, 
Maxwell Exhibitions Ltd. (former 
Crosshill Victoria Church and Hall)

5  318 Calder Street and Hollybrook 
Street, Holy Cross Primary School

6 109 Dixon Avenue, Belleisle Streeet, 
Holy Cross Church and Presbytery

7 13 and 27 Annette Street, Annette 
Street Primary School, Including 
Gatepiers and Railings

8 311 (odd Nos) Calder Street, Council 
Social Work Department, Formerly Holy 
Cross Infants Rc School,

9 84 and 86 Craigie Street, 52 Allison 
Street (52 Allison Court) and 2-6 
(even Nos) Allison Place

10 83 Craigie Street, St Bride’s 
Primary School, Former Strathbungo 
Public School Including Janitor’s 

11 35 Cuthbertson Street and Coplaw 
Street, Cuthbertson Primary School 
Including Janitors Lodge, Playgr

12 656, 660 Cathcart Road, (formerly 
125 Dixon Avenue) Dixon Halls 
Including Gatepiers and Railings

13 67 Coplaw Street, 134 Butterbiggins 
Road, Former Glasgow Samaritan 
Hospital for Women Including Boun

14 176-194 (even Nos) Butterbiggins 
Road, 65-73 (odd Nos) Inglefi eld 
Street, 143, 145 Coplaw Street

15 165, 171, 173 Butterbiggins Road, 
48, 54, 60 Inglefi eld Street

16 169-193 Allison Street (odd Nos), 
182-220 (even Nos) Langside Road

17  23-45 (odd Nos) Albert Road, 318, 
320 Langside Road

18 334, 336 and 346 Langside Road

19 35 Coplaw Street, Leisure Centre

20 35-53 (odd Nos) Westmoreland 
Street, 165 Allison Street

21 353, 357 and 361 Langside Road

22 378-390 (even Nos) Cathcart Road 
and 153 Coplaw Street, Savings Bank 
Buildings

23 44 Kingarth Street, Calder Street, 
Hutcheson’s Grammar School Annexe, 
Janitors Lodge and Gymnasium B

24 47 Bankhall Street, Shoe Warehouse 
(former Govanhill Picture House)

25 48 Queen Mary Avenue, Marie Stuart 
Hotel

26 69 Dixon Road and Elevation to 
Warren Street, Govanhill Workspace, 
Former New Bridgegate Church and 

27 Daisy Street Govanhill Church of 
Scotland

28 400, 404, 408 Victoria Road, 124, 
Allison Street

29 401-407 (odd Nos) Victoria Road, 
Allison Street, Victoria Cross 
Building

30 415-447 (odd Nos) Victoria Road

31 452-462 (even Nos) Victoria Road/
prince Edward Street

32 Victoria Road, Queen’s Park Station

33 465-505 (odd Nos) Victoria Road 1-5 
(odd Nos) Albert Road and 8-18 (even 
Nos) Dixon Avenue

34 509-515 (odd Nos) Victoria Road and 
4 Albert Road

35 519-537 (odd Nos) Victoria Road 

36 Victoria Road Gateway to Queen’s 
Park Including Gatepiers Gates and 
Railings

37  34-50 (even Nos) Albert Road

38 52, 54 Albert Road and 326 Langside 
Road Including the Hampden Bar

39  Albert Road, 60 Dixon Road, 
Holyrood Rc School Including Janitor’s 
Lodge and Playground Walls

40 62 Albert Road and 327 Langside 
Road Including the Albert

41 82 Albert Road

42 84 Albert Road Sunnybank

43 26, 28 Queen’s Drive Including 
Gatepiers

44 30, 32 Queen’s Drive, St Rule

45 36, 38 Queen’s Drive Including 
Gatepiers

46 40 Queen’s Drive, Former Crosshill 
Queen’s Park Church

47 42-76 (even Nos) Queen’s Drive, 
Royal Crescent Including Railings

48 78-118 (even Nos) Queen’s Drive 
541-545 (odd Nos) Victoria Road and 
370-372 (even Nos) Langside Road

49 120-142 (even Nos) Queen’s Drive, 
538-540 (even Nos) Victoria Road and 
3, 5 Maybank Street Including

50 144-150 (even Nos) Queen’s Drive 
and 4 Maybank Street Including 
Railings

51 152-164 (even Nos) Queen’s Drive 
and 85, 89 Albert Avenue Including 
Railings

52 170 Queen’s Drive and Albert 
Avenue, Strathbungo Queen’s Park 
Church Including Hall

53 178 Queen’s Drive, Queens Park 
Baptist Church and Hall

54 1 Queen Mary Avenue

55 2-8 (even Nos) Queen Mary Avenue

56 6 Queen Mary Avenue and 30, 32 
Crosshill Avenue

57 3-11 (odd Nos) Queen Mary Avenue 
Including Gatepiers

58 10, 14-32 (even Nos) Queen Mary 
Avenue, Speirs Place

59 34-34a Queen Mary Avenue Crosshill

60 40 and 40a Queen Mary Avenue

61 44 and 44a Queen Mary Avenue
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the importance of the natural 
environment, for wellbeing, 

comments such as the following 

the area Govanhill park is a well 

this!’

—Green space was reported 
across the range of contributors as 

—100% of contributors cited 

and as a space which provided 

Govanhill was reported as 
important to older people, people 

to use these spaces after 6pm 

older people reported that since 

Park at all and that this was a loss 

—Back courts were another 

A number of people spoke of 
how much more valuable the 
backcourts could be with some 

development would need to 
involve local residents and 

regeneration approach would 

commented on what would be 
good for the area, ‘doing up the 
backcourts, renovating them with 

22

8

24

5

26

39

12
6

samopoczucia
—100 % respondentów 
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Drawings by Karen Dicken.

Karen is a craftsperson 
and jeweller who lives in 
Govanhill
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on skills, interests and hobbies, 

mentioned:

—Arts and crafts – There are 

people, and performers who live 

professional skills in dressmaking, 

Sports and exercise 

zumba dancing

contributors said that reading was 

spare time

contributors undertake 

the growing number of residents 

involved with school groups 
and cultural or faith based 

For contact information see the 

substantial number of people who 

interested in gardening but are 

—Caring - Govanhill provides 
residence to a huge number of 

were unpaid carers looking 
after children and older 

number reported professional 

—Administration – A smaller 
number report skills in 
administration

—Football – A huge number of 

footballers who are looking for 
safe accessible spaces to develop 

 

—Czytanie

—Muzyka

—Ogród

—Komputery i internet

—Opieka

—Administracja

—umenie a remeslo, 

—šport a pohyb, 

—komunitná práca, 

—hudba, 

—záhrada, 
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—Almost all of the contributors 

people travel into the area to 

were also important for people 

Finanse

oceniana przez wiele osób, a nie 

do szerokiego zasobu kulturowo 

lumpeksów ma znaczenie dla osób 

Financie 

chcú veci 
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Illustrations by 
Marysia Mikicka 

A member of Govanhill Baths 
Community Trust
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Social capital is the name for the 

matters as much or more than 

—Over half of the contributors 

because it has a strong sense of 

‘Govanhill has a strong sense of 

neighbours ’ 

reported a feeling of alienation 

 
—This fear and feeling of 
alienation was also often reported 

certain areas such as Govanhill 
Park or Alison Street in the 

—People across different 
ethnicities report that one of the 
distinctive and valued qualities 
of Govanhill was the cultural 

the area reported that this was an 

—The presence of friends and 

migrant contributors from 

the world such as the Philippines 

safer in Govanhill than other parts 

periods of time and had decided 

Social capital is often described 
as three forms of connection; 
bonding where there are strong 
ties between people with similar 
interests and backgrounds; 
bridging where different interest 
groups or individuals come 
together and linking where there 
is a connection between groups 
with limited access to power and 

Reports from Govanhill indicated 
the following:

—That bonds between the distinct 
cultural and faith based groups 

crucial to the wellbeing of those 

reported positive connections 
between different social and 
cultural groups take place through 

range of relationships with people 
from different ethnic and social 

schools and School Council’s were 

This was noticeable in out of 

Swimming Club which brings 
together the range of people 

—For the most part there was 

report in the politics section 
shows widespread disaffection 

councilors and people on the 

there is a degree of linking with 
local government, government 
and public sector managers in 

zebrana na spotkaniach 

z powodu silnego poczucia 

samotne 

alebo klub, na základe dlhodobých 

—Pre oslovených nových 

oslovených nových imigrantov z 
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The concept of cultural capital 

dress, what we assume and what 
we value are all important to 
whether we have access to certain 

people who attend private schools 
relative to those who attend state 

there was no real difference in 
terms of actual skill, these other 

determined that ‘cultural capital’ 
was about having the language 
skills, dress codes values and 
validation of the dominant 

Other scholars have taken issue 
with this and have suggested that 
‘non-dominant’ cultural capital 

that people who do not consider 
themselves ‘white and middle 
class’ have language, dress codes, 
values and assumptions which are 

People’s responses show that 
while there was not a huge 
amount of evidence of ‘dominant’ 

huge amount of the non-dominant 

—Govanhill has a wide range of 
cultural groups who appear to 

This is most evident for the 

Other migrants report the 
importance of having friends and 

—The range of shops and services 

life for new and older migrant 

—This strong sense of cultural 

access to the cultural produce of 

 —Almost half of the contributors 
including the range of people 
from ethnic backgrounds value 
access to the presence of other 

a degree of ‘intercultural capital’ 

described an understanding of 
the cultural practices of others, 
such as dress and aspects of faith 

antagonism towards people 
from other cultures the vast 

cultural difference as a distinctive 

existencie „medzikultúrneho 
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A member of Govanhill Baths 
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Narrative capital is the idea that 

few:

—Govanhill has provided a home 
for a succession of migrant 

—Govanhill once had six 

‘The Govanhill Picture House’ 

is noted as an important historic 

—Children from Govanhill use to 
have access to much more green 
space and an important place to 

when the baths were closed in 

the ‘riots’ on Calder Street; the 
massive police presence and the 

presence of artistic and creative 

the famous Glasgow poet was 

—All of the street names were 

was established on the natural 

 

Glasgow Tom Leonard

imigrantským komunitám – 
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thought decisions about the local 
area with regard to education 
health, planning and leisure were 

—Around one third of contributors 

housing, education and health 
are made, in the words of one 
contributor this is ‘the million 

—Another third viewed the council 

people make a distinction between 

—Around a quarter of contributors 
did not give a direct response 

how removed from the decision 

overriding message from these 
contributors can be captured in 

matter who makes the decisions 

—A few people mentioned 

The responses in terms of 

—Around one third of people 

where people did suggest actions 
such as voting and writing letters 

cited the baths campaign as an 
example of political action in the 

perceived to endorse a sense of 

—The existing groups who 
responded to the questionnaire 
through discussion were far more 

suggestions around how people 

such as letter writing, protesting 
and becoming visible through 
media attention were viewed as 

—Niewielka liczba osób, która 

a vzdelávanie a zdravotnú 
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What developments would you 
like to see in Govanhill?
What developments would you 
like to see in Govanhill?
What developments would you 
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—
What Are We 
Doing With This 
Information?
Doing With This 
Information?
Doing With This 
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We have used this process in a 

—To ignite ideas which might be 

who live in Govanhill
—To provide an insight into the 
positive aspects of Govanhill
—To provide a platform to promote 

some of the issues and challenges 

—To provide information from 
which to develop the programme for 

Reports from people who live in 
Govanhill make it clear that this 
area has much of value that could 

generate progress for the people 

the outset this exercise aimed to 
provide a starting point which 
might generate conversations and 

craft workshop and ideas for the 
development of St Brides 

ideas or would like to get involved 

This is an ongoing process we are 

Come in and see us in our shop at 
126 Calder Street
Log on to 

g 
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